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Dear Members of GADRI, 

This newsletter reports on the Celebration of the 10th Anniversary 

of GADRI which was hosted by the Colorado State University, Fort 

Collins, Colorado, USA on 20 July 2025. 

The 10th Anniversary of GADRI explored its activities since its 

established in March 2015 soon after the adoption of the Sendai 

Frame Agenda for Disaster Risk Reduction.   

GADRI has collectively contributed to the Science and Technology 

Roadmap and participated STAG and GRAF and many other 

UNDRR committees and activities. GADRI was particularly 

involved Iin contextualization of the Science and Technology 

Roadmap.  

On this milestone occasion of GADRI anniversary, it also paves an 

opportunity to look at past research, review what has been done, 

and how it has evolved in time with the current DRR research and 

practices.  

¶ Was GADRI built on the right foundation? 

¶ Did we set the right objectives?   

¶ How far have we moved in supporting the SFDRR 2015-

2030? 

The answer to some of the above-mentioned questions is an 

ñoverwhelming yesò; and  

Yes, we are supporting and contributing to the Sendai Framework 

and other global stakeholders, too. 

When GADRI was formed we knew that we were in the right path 

to work on the disaster risk and reduction and disaster resilience. 

The scientific knowledge, and tools are there to make the right 

decision.  However, it remains a challenge as how to bring forward 

that scientific knowledge to the forefront and convince the 

practitioners and decision-makers to utilise it in todayôs disasters 

and mitigation strategies. 

GADRI Community continues to significantly contribute to the 

Sendai Framework. Through our biennial questionnaire survey, we 

were able to stocktake of progress and achievements of our 

science community in their research towards disaster risk 

reduction and disaster mitigation in national and local levels.   

This occasion of the 10th Anniversary of GADRI, also prompts us 

to reflect on proven strengths and gaps in our research, future 

directions, and ways to enhance and strengthen community 

awareness and practice to disaster resilience.  

I hope you will enjoy reading the discussions held at the 10th 

Anniversary of GADRI workshop. 

Hirokazu Tatano 
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Celebration of the 10th Anniversary ï 20 July 2025 

A Decade of Excellence in Collaboration 

Global Alliance of Disaster Research Institutes 

(GADRI) celebrated its 10
th
 Anniversary at the 

Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado, 

USA on 20 July 2025 from 13:00h to 17:00h. The 

Master of Ceremonies for the program, Dr. Roger 

Baars, GSGES, Kyoto University welcomed 

everyone to the meeting and encouraged them to 

share their experiences and stories during the past 

10 years of alliancing in 

disaster risk reduction and 

resilience to disasters. The 

meeting focused on the 

history and future of the 

scientific community, 

particularly GADRI activities 

and its future directions. 

The importance of 

collaboration and 

knowledge sharing were 

discussed; and noted the 

importance of global 

platform such GADRI to 

coordinate science reports 

and activities. The meeting 

also addressed the role of regional STAGs and the 

potential for GADRI to step up in this area.  

10 Years of  International Cooperation in Disaster Risk Reduction 

 

The first distinguished speakers for the opening 

ceremony of the workshop were as follows: 

¶ Prof. Tomoharu Hori, Director, Disaster 

Prevention Research Institute (DPRI), Kyoto 

University, Japan.   

In his opening remarks, Prof. Hori highlighted 

GADRI's growth to 218 institutes across 57 

economies since its establishment in March 

2015.  By hosting the GADRI Secretariat at 

DPRI, Prof. Hori stated how the collaborative 

initiatives have complemented both, the DPRI 

and GADRI in their shared goals to reduce 

disaster risk reduction and resilience to 

disaster. Prof. Hori further stated that DPRI will 

continue to support the activities of GADRI in 

its future research activities, especially in the 

integration of much more needed research, 

knowledge and data sharing and focus on risk, 

informed decision making as researchers in the 

field of disaster risk reduction, and science. It 

should also be one of our important aims to 

promote community awareness and resilience 

to disasters. Together we can continue to 

promote better preparedness in our 

communities and societies so as to reduce 

vulnerability to disasters.  
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hosting the GADRI Secretariat at DPRI, 

Prof. Hori stated how the collaborative 
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¶ Prof. John van de Lindt, Co-

Director, Center for Risk-Based 

Community Resilience Planning, 

Colorado State University, Fort Collins, 

Colorado, USA 

Prof. van de Lindt, representing Colorado 

State University, welcomed attendees and 

acknowledged the collaborative efforts 

leading to hosting the event.  Prof. van de 

Lindt initiated hosting of GADRI events 

leading to the 10th Anniversary of GADRI 

and the 7th Global Summit of GADRI as well 

as the Board meeting by the Colorado State 

University, Fort Collins, in the foothills of the 

Rocky Mountains.  

 

¶ Prof. Paul Kovacs, Chair, Board of Directors of 

GADRI; and Executive Director, Institute for 

Catastrophic Loss Reduction (ICLR), Western 

University, Canada   

Prof. Kovacs reflected on GADRI's progress 

since its establishment, emphasized the need 

for continued research collaboration and 

community resilience, while expressing 

gratitude for the organization's relevance 

amidst global challenges.  Prof. Kovacs is  

one of the founding members of GADRI. 

10 Years of  International Cooperation in Disaster Risk Reduction 
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Happy Birthday GADRI! 

Hooray! 

Group Photo:  10th Anniversary Celebration of GADRI, Lory Student Center, Colorado State University, Fort 

Collins, Colorado, USAð20 July 2025 

¶ Prof. Hirokazu Tatano, Secretary-General of 

GADIR; and Head, Research Center for Climate 

Change Adaptation Strategy, DPRI, Kyoto 

University, Japan 

Prof. Tatano expressed his appreciation and 

thanked everyone for the continued support, 

cooperation and collaborations extended to 

GADRI.  He acknowledged and thanked the host, 

Prof. John van de Lindt for helping GADRI realize 

the vision to move GADRI Summit series abroad.  

Prof. Tatano stated that he looks forward to 

learning from the speakers to find pathways to 

advancing GADRIôs role in disaster risk reduction 

research. 

The speakers also reflected on the establishment of 

GADRI way back to 2011 when the First Global 

Summit of Disaster Research Institutes was 

organized by DPRI, Kyoto University during the 

aftermath of the mega earthquake and tsunami in 

East Japan in March 2011 where it was proposed to 

form a forum of institutes engaged in disaster risk 

research.  During the 3rd UN World Conference on 

Disaster Risk Reduction in March 2015 held in 

Sendai, Japan, the members recalled how the same 

conversation was picked up once again. 

Impressively, all those who proposed to establish an 

alliance of disaster research institutes moved all the 

way from Sendai to Kyoto by train after the UN 

Conference, and GADRI was established in March 

2015 at DPRI, Kyoto University. GADRIôs birthday 

coincides with the birthday of the Sendai Framework 

Agenda for 2015 to 2030.  



 6 

 

 

Prof. Andrew Collins, Professor Emeritus, 

Department of Geography and Environmental 

Sciences / Disaster and Development Network 

(DDN), Northumbria University, UK 

On discussions of the role and future of the Global 

Alliance for Disaster Research Institutes (GADRI) 

and way forward, he stressed the importance of: 

¶ ñalliancing that effectively advances disaster 

research capacity and influenceò - with the 

introduction of new technology, societies are 

more exposed to more vulnerabilities; facing 

investment deficits: investments for disaster 

risk reduction is shrinking; and impact pathway.  

¶ Are we really creating the impact that we 

needed? 

¶ ñRe-alliancing" for effective 

disaster research involves 

enhancing collaboration among 

diverse stakeholders; its 

importance in addressing 

interdisciplinary research needs, 

enhancing learning, and improving 

disaster risk reduction; ñkeeping 

pace with new demands of 

research and learningò; 

¶ emphasized the need for 

GADRI to advance knowledge, 

confront misunderstandings, 

misrepresentation, and other 

obstacles to progress with evidence

-based awareness and solutions;  

¶ Embracing complexity whilst providing 

accessible approaches that manage disaster 

risk and response; how can we really 

communicate that?  

¶ How can we present that in a way that is 

accessible beyond our own science or our own 

academic environments?  

¶ address investment deficits in disaster 

research; demanding financial and other 

resource investments for disaster, risk 

reduction by using evidence that compels the 

need for more investment. A means to 

investing in quality of life: Whereby human 

security offsets disaster loss and damage, 

being foundational for well-being, to thrive 

beyond just surviving;  

 

Keynote Speech 

What has it meant to alliance disaster research, and what next? 

Prof. Andrew Collins, Professor Emeritus, Northumbria University, New 

Castle, UK 
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¶ importance of monitoring, evaluating, and 

replicating research impacts, as well as 

collaborating to remove barriers to disaster risk 

reduction and response; and bringing forward the 

knowledge accumulated to new settings; and  

¶ Conflict and Disaster Risk Reduction (CDRR): 

Whereby conflict early warning, prevention and 

peace building post conflict draws from the 

research and learning of integrated disaster 

prevention, reconstruction and rehabilitation 

actions.   

¶ Disaster risk reduction is needed in all aspects of 

sustainable development. The engine of change is 

to think and act globally, think and act locally and 

identifying and helping to alter social, 

environmental and economic ways of living 

orientated to survivability. It is part of the 

interrelated agenda of disaster risk reduction and 

response, using our research and education 

orientated capacities indefinitely and at all levels.  
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Prof. Takara emphasized the need for GADRR to 

address conflict prevention and resolution. What is 

scientific research and technology development. 

Research is creation of knowledge and development 

is creation of value. Science is collection of 

knowledge created by research and technology is 

various means creating value. 

Linking with the new demands, Prof. Kaoru Takaraôs 

presentation on ñProgress of DRR DX Science and 

Technologyò. He looked at how technology is related 

to disaster risks that we are facing in the future like 

digitalization. As a society, we are exposed to more 

digitalization and that itself is a challenge that creates 

more digital vulnerabilities. 

Prof. Gretchen Kalonji after congratulating the 

visionary founders of GADRI and stressed that 

without doubt, what brings GADRI community 

together is the mutual trust and respect.  She 

highlighted three important items for GADRI to focus 

on going forward: 

¶ GADRI to focus on post-Sendai-SDGs  

¶ work on economic losses, new resilience targets 

such as Covid and conflicts; and DRR 

investments not only financial but human 

resources as well. More economic studies to 

prove the importance of investment in DRR.   

¶ GADRI could submit a proposal to: Pacific STAG; 

and Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on 

disaster discussion. 

Panel Discussion Session I: First Decade of GADRI: Achievements and Our 

Collective Contributions to the Science and Technology Community   ð  

Chair: Norio Maki and Kaushal Keraminiyage 
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Prof. Ono Sensei discussed the importance of 

monitoring loss and damage data and financing 

disaster risk reduction in a global scale. 

While agreeing with the other speakers, Prof. Ono 

mentioned that the Midterm Review on the 

implementation of Sendai Frameworks noted while 

some progress has been made in areas such as 

governance and early warming systems, it is not 

sufficient to meet the 2030 targets especially in the 

area of investment in disaster risk reduction. Some of 

the hindrances could be economic, war and conflict in 

regions, the global pandemic, and other factors. He 

stated that prior to Sendai Framework, many countries 

did not collect loss and damage data. Sendai 

Framework collected and measured these data to 

minimize loss and damage by disasters.  He also 

discussed the difficult accessing this data due to 

various policies or restrictions by national or local 

governments. The Sendai Framework also clearly calls 

for evidence-based and data-based policymaking.  If 

this is not adhered to by policymakers, the there is the 

risk of progress and making ineffective decisions.  

Investment in disaster risk reduction is not much talked 

about.  There is a need for more economic studies to 

prove the importance of investment in DRR. GADRI 

could focus on this area; and consider submitting a 

collective report to the forthcoming Pacific STAG or the 

Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference. 

 

 


