Volcanic Eruption Expected
to Help Economy In Iceland

ThelcelandicvolcanoFagradalsfjalin the Meradalir
valley began a strong lava eruption on 3 August
2022 Thevolcanoislocatedin anunpopulatedarea
so it is not causingany local damage Also, the

levelsof ashemissionsare relativelylow, soit is not

disrupting airline traffic, as Eyjafjallajokulldid in

2010 Onthe contrary, there is the hope that the

eruption will be good for the Iceland economyby

attracting many tourists. The volcano is located
about 1 hour drive from the largestcity of Reykjavik
andbecauseof the type of effusiveeruption, people
canwalk quite closeto the volcanorelatively safely

Thisis providing a rare opportunity for people to

havea closeencounterwith aneruptingvolcana

| visitedthe volcanoon 12 August2022
JameMori




The volcano viewpoint is about a 2 hour
hike from the parkinglot.

Thisphoto showsthe first part of the trail
which is easyto walk The path is very
goodbecausat alsoleadsto the site of the
2021 eruption last year During that time,
the condition of the trail was greatly
improved

The 2nd half of the hike to the 2022
eruption is more difficult with lots of rocks
and no clear path. It is not recommended
for small children or people not in good
physicalcondition However,to encourage
visitors, they are currently working to

improvethe path andeverydaythe portion

of the trail that isin goodconditionis being
extended



The hike passesthe large lava flow (dark
grayrocks)from the 2021eruption.

The activity in March to September2021
wassimilarto the currenteruption, butin a
slightly different location The volcano
attracted several hundred thousand
Icelandicand foreign observers However,
becauseof the travelrestrictionsdueto the
Covidpandemic,there were relatively few

foreign visitors  This year with the
improved health conditions, Iceland is
hopingthat the presentlyerupting volcano
will attract more foreigntourists.




Thisis the current main vent which opened
on 3 August2022 as part of a 360 meter
long fissure eruption. The eruption is
presentlyno longer a fissure eruption, but
concentratedfrom this one main vent and
a spatter coneis being built up. The black
rocksare new lavawhich flowed out during
the past9 days



