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General Objective:   
 
Since March 2015, the Global Alliance of Disaster Research Institutes 

(GADRI) has been operating with a mandate to share evidence-based 

research, and to promote international cooperative activities in disaster risk 

reduction and resilience to disasters.  GADRI’s vision aims to foster 

relationships through participation and collaboration with diverse academic 

networks, and combine efforts with ongoing activities among international 

institutions to find implementable solutions to existing and emerging 

disaster risks.  

 

The Open Discussion Forum is organized: 

• to introduce GADRI activities, and the members of GADRI Board of 
Directors  

• to facilitate discussion between GADRI members and important 
stakeholders in disaster risk reduction; and 

• to find directions for GADRI to proceed in the next few years 
 
During the general discussion session scheduled towards the end of the 
Programme, the participants will have an opportunity to interact with the 
panellists with suggestions to direct GADRI activities in most needed 
research areas for disaster risk reduction. 



 
  8:30-9:00   Registration 

9:00 – 9:45 
1st Session:  Introduction 
Chair:  Prof. Andrew Collins, DDN, Northumbria University, UK 

 
Prof. Manabu Hashimoto, Director, Disaster Prevention 
Research Institute (DPRI), Kyoto University, Japan 

Welcome greetings 

  
Prof. Hirokazu Tatano, Secretary-General, GADRI; and 
Vice-Director, DPRI, Kyoto University, Japan 

GADRI Contributions to Science and Technology 
Community 

 Group Photograph  

9:45 – 10:15 Coffee Break   

10:15 – 12:15 
2nd Session:  Introduction of GADRI Members and Regional Alliances 
Chair:  Prof. Hirokazu Tatano 

  Prof. Andrew Collins, Leader, DDN, Northumbria University, UK 
Message from the Chair of GADRI Board of 
Directors 

 Prof. Makoto Okumura, IRIDeS, Tohoku University, Japan  
IRIDeS, Tohoku University  and the World Bosai 
Forum 

  
Prof. Desmond Manatsa, Executive Dean, Faculty of Science 
and Engineering, Bindura University of Science Education, 
Zimbabwe 

African Alliance of Disaster Research Institutes 
(AADRI) 

  
Prof. Jörgen Sparf, Risk and Crisis Research Centre, Mid 
Sweden University, Sweden 

European Alliance of Disaster Research Institutes 
and Concerns of Disasters in Europe 

  
Prof. Gretchen Kalonji, Dean, Institute for Disaster 
Management and Reconstruction (IDMR), Sichuan University-
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, China 

IDMR, Sichuan University  

  
Mr. Kazuhiko Fukami, International Centre for Water Hazard 
and Risk Management (ICHARM) under the auspices of 
UNESCO, Japan 

ICHARM and Current Status of Tokyo Statement 

 
Dr. Sönke Kreft, Executive Director, The Munich Climate 
Insurance Initiative (MCII), and Academic Officer, UNU-EHS, 
Germany  

EHS-UNU Office in Europe 

 
Dr. Phaedra Upton, Senior Scientist: Geodynamic/ 
Geomorphic Modeller, GNS Science, New Zealand 

GNS Science 

  Prof. John Clammer, Jindal Global University, India 
Jindal Global University and its contributions to S&T 
Roadmap 

 
Dr. Sudip Roy, Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Roorkee, 
India  

Center of Excellence in Disaster Mitigation and 
Management (CoEDMM)  

12:15 – 13:30 Lunch Break   

13:30 – 15:30 
3rd Session: Changing Expectations of Natural Hazards: Lessons from Recent Disasters 
Chair: Prof. James Mori, DPRI, Kyoto University 

13:30-15:30 Prof. Andrew Collins 
Revisiting Infectious Disease Risk Reduction in the 
Context of Current Emergencies  

 Prof. Gretchen Kalonji 
Disaster Health Sciences at IDMR – Background 
and News from the Front in Hubei  

  Prof. Eiichi Nakakita, DPRI, Kyoto University 
Perspectives on Disaster Related Climate Change 
Impact Assessment and Adaptation in Japan (II)  

  Dr. Kazuhiko Fukami 
Japanese Policy Evolution Responding to the 
Recent Catastrophic Floods  

 
Dr. Tom de Groeve, European Commission, Joint Research 
Centre (EC-JRC), Italy 

Understanding Risk: the key to preparedness and 
crisis management (online) 

 
Prof. Charles Scawthorn, PEER, University of California, 
Berkeley, USA 

Wildland-Urban Fire—the risk and its mitigation 
(online) 

15:30 – 16:00 Coffee Break   

      

16:00 – 17:00 4th Session: Panel Discussion                                                  Chair:  Prof. James Mori and Prof. Ana Maria Cruz 

15:30 – 16:50 Andrew Collins, Eiichi Nakakita, Charles Scawthorn (online), Gretchen Kalonji, Kazuhiko Fukami   

16:50 – 17:00 Wrap-up and Closing  –  Prof. Andrew Collins and Prof. Hirokazu Tatano 
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